by you, I wish to add a word or two of a kind di-
rectly and entirely personal.

To a man of your robust understanding and
strong will, opposition and criticism are apt to be
taken as more or less unfriendly; and, as you are
at present advised, I can hardly expect that any
words of mine will be received by you with senti-
ments either of confidence or favor.

I was admonished by a certain distrust, if not dis-
dain, visited upon the honest challenge I ventured
to offer your Civil Service policy, when you were
actually in office, that you did not differ from some
other great men I have known in an unwillingness,
or at least an inability, to accept, without resent-
ment, the question of your infallibility. Neverthe-
less, I was then, as I am now, your friend, and
not your enemy, animated by the single purpose to
serve the country, through you, as, wanting your
great opportunities, I could not serve it through
myself.

During the four years when you were President,
I asked you but for one thing that lay near my
heart. You granted that handsomely; and, if you
had given me all you had to give beside, you could
not have laid me under greater obligation. It is a
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